
 
 

Where can I find “local” foods in Franklin and surrounding counties? 

It’s generally accepted that there’s been big interest lately in purchasing local foods.  But what is 

“local?”  There’s no universally-accepted definition.  Many consumers would say local foods are those 

made or produced within 100 miles of their location; others would offer that “local” means made or 

produced in their state.  The UDSA defines local foods not according to distance, but as foods that are 

sold by farmers directly to the consumer.   

Whatever the definition, interest in local foods has surged in recent years, as more people actively seek 

and purchase food from sources closer to home.  According to U.S. agricultural census data, retail direct 

(from farmer) sales rose from $551 million in 1997 to $1.2 billion in 2007.  As a total share of U.S. 

agricultural sales, local food markets represent a small, but growing share of sales. (1) 

Research shows that shoppers believe local foods provide a healthier and better-tasting food 

alternative. (2) They believe in supporting local growers and the local economy.  And they believe that 

buying local foods helps the environment, since raising and selling foods to local customers requires less 

energy, thereby producing less pollution.  (3) 

But though shoppers are generally inclined to buy local foods, many still don’t do so – in part because 

they believe that local products aren’t readily available.  To help consumers more easily find local food 

sources, a number of organizations have developed web-based information and tools.  This includes the 

Ohio Farm Bureau (www.ourohio.org) and Local Harvest (www.localharvest.org).  

One of the most comprehensive state information sources may have been developed through the Ohio 

Department of Agriculture, at http://ohioproud.org/markets.php.  Clicking “Search for a Farm Market,” 

allows you to find information – by county – on the locations of farms selling directly to customers and 

provides detail on the type of produce sold.  The site also provides an interactive map feature and the 

ability for producers to include information on their own farm or market.  

Want to buy local?  We encourage you to investigate any or all of these sites.  Help a local farmer, help 

the local economy, help the environment…..and enjoy healthier and better-tasting food while you’re 

doing it! 

 

Source documents:  

(1) http://www.joe.org/joe/2008october/a7.php 

(2) http://www.ift.org/food-technology/daily-news/2013/february/06/us-consumers-interest-in-

local-food-grows.aspx 

(3) http://www.dosomething.org/tipsandtools/why-buy-locally-grown 
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