
LISTENING SESSION SUMMARY
March 18, 2014

The Policy Working Group of the Franklin County Local Food Council (FCLFC) 
held a Listening Session on March 18, 2014 at the North Market. A panel 
consisting of representatives from the United Way of Central Ohio, Mid-Ohio 
Foodbank and the Ohio Farmers’ Market Management Network participated 
in a moderated discussion about their efforts to expand local and healthy 
food access in Central Ohio. Community participants included representatives 
from anti-hunger organizations, farmers’ markets, higher education 
institutions, foundations, and community organizations.

The goal of the Listening Session was to inform the FCLFC about SNAP benefi t matching programs at farmers’ markets and 
fruit and vegetable prescription programs and to gauge participants’ interest in these programs in order to determine if this 
is a topic in which that the FCLFC should engage.

About the Programs

Overwhelmingly, participants at the Listening Session support the implementation of these types of programs, favoring SNAP 
benefi t matching to prescription programs, and believe that the programs would be benefi cial in Franklin County. Attendees 
stated that the FCLFC should gather information on these programs, provide the information to decision makers and actively 
engage with decision makers to establish these types of programs. Although there was support for the programs, participants 
desire additional information about program funding, accessibility, current initiatives, and consumer willingness to use SNAP 
benefi ts for the programs.

The FCLFC will use this information to help further its mission of expanding, strengthening, and maintaining a resilient local 
food system. Based on what we heard from panelists and attendees, we will begin researching programs and possible funding 
sources.  We will provide the results of our research and a recommendation on how to move forward to decision makers and 
engage them in the conversation. 

Benefi ts:

• Improved healthy food access for SNAP 
recipients and at-risk populations

• Incentivizes healthy food consumption
• Increases sales for local farmers
• Improves sense of community by making 

farmer’s markets more accessible

Challenges:

• Funding
• Ability to communicate with those having 

limited access to or not currently going to 
markets

• No long term plans to inform short term 
program development and what resources will 
be available to support programs

• Need to coordinate with other community 
healthy food access efforts 

Desires:

• Increased funding and help promoting 
programs

• Additional research of existing programs and 
possible funding models

• Pilot programs with defi ned, measurable 
metrics

Fruit and Vegetable Prescription

These programs are designed to provide assistance to 
residents who are at risk of developing diet-related 
diseases. Fruit and vegetable prescriptions are distributed 
by healthcare providers and/or other community health 
organizations and redeemed at farmer’s markets for fruits 
and vegetables. Many farmers’ markets in the Cleveland 
area participate in this type of program.

SNAP Benefi t Matching

These programs match expenditures for fresh fruits 
and vegetables at farmers’ markets, up to an amount 
set by the program. The match dollars are available 
to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
recipients. The programs are often funded by a 
combination of private and public dollars. In the Columbus 
area, the Ohio Farmers’ Market Management Network 
is currently expanding a pilot program to include several 
farmers’ markets.

Participant Feedback

Using the Information

www.fclocalfoodcouncil.org/


